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AGRIC FROM WINBERG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR BG 

SUBJECT: FORECAST 1973-74 BANGLADESH JUTE PRODUCTION 
REF: FASTO 65 

1. PRELIMINARY FORECAST AROUND 6.0 MILLION BALES FOR RECENTLY 
HARVESTED JUTE CROP OK. TRADE SOURCE (BUNGE CORP.) CONCURS. 

IN VIEW REPORTS FROM SOME COUNTRY AREAS SELLERS NOT ABLE EVEN 
GET BDG'S ANNOUNCED FLOOR PRICE. PRODUCTION LIKELY BE EVEN 
HIGHER. 

2. OFFICIALS, JUTE DIVISION OF MINISTRY FINANCE AND JUTE, HAVE 
INCREASED THEIR PRODUCTION FORECAST FOR 1973-74 CROP TO 5.7 
MILLION BALES. AFTER POOR START, EXCELLENT WEATHER UNDOUBTEDLY 
INCREASED YIELDS. WITH 1.5 MILLION TO 2.0 MILLION CARRYOVER 

FROM 1972-73 CROP, AVAILABILITY FOR 1973-74 SO HIGH TENDENCY 
EXISTS TO LOWER OFFICIAL PRODUCTION ESTIMATE IN ATTEMPT MAINTAIN 
PRICES AND ALSO TO COVER ILLEGAL EXPORTS. 
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